MEETING IN BRUGGE
BBT Online on the Bruges Discovery Day

Once a year Meeting in Brugge – the Bruges Convention Bureau – invites meeting
planners together with BBT Online to come visit the city and see what’s on offer for
the MICE Market. On the menu are site visits to both classic and new venues, culinary
delights and some samples of the quintessential “Bruges Experience”. As is the custom
when there is interesting news to gather, BBT Online was present.
Text and Photography by Jonathan Ramael
More articles on www.bbtonline.eu

The Concert Hall’s Chamber Music Hall

Clockwise from the top: The Concert Hall’s Terrace, Fencing
lessons and a chocolate workshop at Chocolatier Depla.

I

s there ever a good reason not to visit Bruges when
the opportunity presents itself? We think not. It’s
arguably Belgium’s most beautiful city centre (all of it
is Unesco World Heritage), it’s full of great restaurants
and venues and its lovely squares and waterways look
even cosier with the Christmas decorations already out.
My day started with a short walk from the train station
to the Concert Hall – Bruges is very compact – where
we were welcomed with coffee and pastries by Sarah
Cornand and her Meeting in Brugge team. After this
short breakfast and meeting the other participants, it
was time for the order of the day.

A new Convention Centre
The first news of the day was also the biggest.
Sarah Cornand told us Bruges will build a brand new
convention centre on ‘t Beursplein – in direct proximity
of the Concert Hall. Once finished – it is supposed to
open for business in 2020 – it will offer 4,500 m2 of
event space in its multipurpose halls, and will be able
to host conferences up to 600 delegates.
Meanwhile the Concert Hall is still the largest venue
in the city, and we were about to find out via a small
tour through the premises. It has two main halls. The
smaller Chamber Music Hall has 329 seats spread out
over several different spiralling floors, and can host
250 people for a conference. The Concert Room on the

other hand, can accommodate up to 1,289 guests. Also
great for events is Forum 7, with its large and colourful
outside terrace looking out over the city. The venue
offers several smaller rooms for meetings up to 24
people as well.

Muscles now well loosened, it was time for a short
discovery tour of the city. First stop was Chocolatier
Depla – the oldest one in town – where we got a
quick chocolate workshop before tasting some of the
products.

Fencing lessons and a city tour
After our site inspection we were greeted by the people
of Event Mosaic: a Bruges based DMC organising
team-buildings, incentives, tours and product launches.
They would entertain us for the next couple of hours.
The first activity was fantastic. They introduced us to
the initials of fencing, in full protective gear. After going
through some of the basic steps and attacks, we were
allowed to challenge each other for an actual duel.

Beer followed chocolate, since we visited Bourgogne
des Flandres brewery for a beer blending and tasting
session. The venue can host groups for tours, dinners,
events and tasting sessions, and also has two meeting
rooms able to accommodate up to 30 people available.
Coffee (or beer) breaks can be held on a nice terrace
overlooking one of the many canals. The brewer is
always present on site to answer questions and to
share some insights. Very nice venue.

Clockwise from the top: Blending session at Bourgogne
des Flandres, the Orangerie Dining Room, one of the new
rooms at Martin’s Brugge and apero at Paris-Bruges

Our last visit before lunch was Paris-Bruges, where
we were offered bubbles. Paris-Bruges is a brand new,
small scale event location for dinners, meetings and
small receptions. The venue basically looks like a grand,
fancy, modern living room and comes with a garden.
They have their own cook but are willing to work with
other caterers if needed. Everything can be adjusted to
the client’s demands. Meetings up to 50 people can be
organised here, as well as seated dinners for up to 40.
Two hotel visits
After lunch at Le Panier d’Or looking out over the
Christmas market on the main square, we were off
to visit two very different hotels. The first one was
Martin’s Brugge: a three star venue and the biggest
hotel in the city centre. The hotel went through some
changes recently. The conference rooms were removed

Fun at the Historium/Duvelorium

in favour of 22 extra rooms. Next year, all of the
remaining rooms will be completely renovated.

SFX telling a love story based on a famous Van Eyck’s
painting.

The second hotel we visited was the four star and
Small Luxury Hotels Of The World member Hotel de
Orangerie. This former 15th century convent is now
a luxurious boutique hotel offering 22 rooms that are
all uniquely styled and sized. The whole venue has a
rich, antique look that oozes atmosphere. A grand table
meeting room is available across the street.

The building itself is historic as well by the way, since
it’s built on the site of the Waterhalle – the main mercantile hub of medieval Bruges and thus the centre of
its wealth. Also a lot of fun is the VR-experience you
can go for before or after the main tour. It allows you to
sail through historic Bruges in person, ending up at the
very spot you’re at now, only 500 years earlier. Quite
impressive.

A walk through the past
Our final stop of the day was a visit to one of the city’s
biggest and newer attractions. The Historium gives
visitors a glimpse of Bruges as it was during its golden
age in the late medieval period. The main attraction is
a tour through several cinematic sets full of music and

After a last drink at the Duvelorium – a Duvel themed
bar on the Historium’s upper floor – it was time for us
to return to the train station. We did it in style though,
on one of the famous Bruges horse trams.

Riding through the beautiful city centre with dusk setting and the pretty lights switching on got me thinking.
We should appreciate our own little country a bit more
instead of always looking abroad. There’s so much to
see and do here but a lot of us never get to it. I’ve been
travelling the world for the last six years, but I haven’t
seen more than a fraction of my own country. Strange,
isn’t it?

Published on www.bbtonline.eu in December 2017.
Like our reports? Like our Facebook page as well!

Meeting In Brugge

The Bruges Convention Bureau is completely
focused on MICE and Business. It works free of
charge and shares advice and connections, which
keeps you from blindedly searching for everything
by yourself.
Save time and money and contact them. You can
arrange meetings and site inspections, and they
will take you by the hand from start to finish. If you
organise and event and your group stays in Bruges
for at least two nights, you’ll get a free reception in
the city hall. www.meetinginbrugge.be

