BEAUTIFUL BRUGES
BBT Online on the Bruges Discovery Day

Every year Meeting in Brugge – The Bruges Convention Bureau – invites a group
of meeting planners and BBT Online for a visit of the city to check out the latest
developments on the MICE market. This year, we were treated to a Bruges bathing in
the warmth of a perfect Indian summer day. With every terrace full of happy people,
the sunlight turning the canals into shimmering mirrors and the last weekend of the
Bruges Triennial taking place, it looked like the absolute ideal moment for a visit.
Text and photography by Jonathan Ramael
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B

ruges is truly a gem, isn’t it? It’s basically
Belgium’s only internationally famed tourist
destination, and rightly so. The whole old town
looks like it came straight out of a fairy tale, and is so
well preserved it makes you wonder why they couldn’t
be this careful with the architectural heritage in
Brussels or Antwerp.

a lot to show for it. Those trading days are forever gone
now, but 21st century Bruges has a plethora of other
things on offer.

This year I turned the Bruges Discovery Day into a long
weekend. I spent the days before and after the event
wandering the cobblestone alleys, marvelling at the
Flemish Primitives in the Groeningemuseum, visiting
the beguinage and the almshouses, hiking to the
windmills edging the old town and drinking Tripel de
Garre in the city’s most famous hidden bar.

Hotels aplenty
The day started close to the train station, where we
were greeted by Sarah Cornand and her Meeting in
Brugge team in one of the meeting rooms of the brand
new Radisson Blu. This modern business hotel opened
in August and houses 109 modern rooms, a restaurant
with an outside terrace and a cosy bar. The meeting
facilities are spread out over two floors and six rooms,
with a total capacity of 120 people. The top floor offers
marvellous city views. Next to the hotel is a huge
parking lot.

I think Bruges is most special after sunset. When the
day trippers are gone and the floodlights come on, it’s
very easy to imagine how it would have felt to visit
here centuries ago. Looking at the belfry tower from
Rozenhoedkaai or taking a breather at the romantic
Bonifacius Bridge, you can really feel medieval Bruges
come alive. This city used to be one of the richest and
busiest trade centres in Western Europe and it still has

After a quick taxi drive to the city centre, we would visit
the absolute high end of the hotel spectrum. Hotel
Dukes’ Palace is one of the most exclusive venues on
the continent, and was recently awarded the Five Star
Superior label by Visit Flanders. Housed in the former
residence of the Burgundian aristocracy, it comes with
110 rooms and suites of various sizes, combining
contemporary comfort with authentic 15th century
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elegance – some suites even come with stained glass
windows. The hotel also sports a beautiful 3,000m2
garden – a very rare asset in central Bruges – as well
as an underground car park for 120 cars, a fine dining
restaurant and a large spa. Dukes’ Palace offers seven
meeting and event rooms. The ballroom with private
terrace can accommodate up to 120 people max in
school style.

used to look before the big chains made most of them
feel almost completely alike – wherever you happen
to be staying. It comes with a lovely little courtyard
garden, and with quirky portraits of dogs in suits in the
rooms. Perfect for a quiet and atmospheric stay.

Our next stop was good old Martin’s Brugge. This
three star superior venue is the biggest hotel in the
old city. It recently removed all of its conference space
in favour of 22 extra rooms and now offers 199 of
them in six different categories. All of these rooms will
undergo renovations that will be finished in April next
year. This place is literally around the corner from the
market and the belfry and is very convenient to house a
large group of people for a conference.

Beer, art and virtual reality
Lunch was served in the Bourgogne des Flandres
brewery. Shrimp croquettes and beef stew paired with
the local beers – you can’t get more Belgian than this.
After the meal we were invited to take a short version
of the brewery tour. It was surprisingly interesting and
visual, and the actual brewer is always on site to give a
little explanation and to answer some questions while
he’s working. Bourgogne des Flandres is more than a
brewery though. It has two elegant meeting rooms able
to accommodate up to 30 people. Coffee breaks can be
held on a nice canalside terrace.

The last hotel we would visit today had the most
personal touch. Hotel Patritius is also a three star
venue, but is a privately owned family hotel with just
22 rooms, housed in a grand old 1830 mansion. This
place oozes charm and reminded me of how hotels

After lunch, we visited the Historium on the market
square. This attraction lets visitors see the city as it
was in its golden age. The main tour leads through
several cinematic sets full of special effects and tells
a love story based on one of Van Eyck’s most famous
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paintings. You can also go for a VR-experience through
medieval Bruges, or climb the narrow tower for a
real life view over the square and the belfry. We got a
special treat though. The Laborium – the Historium’s
newest addition – is a padded room where you get to
play all sorts of VR-games wearing a full headset and
a controller in each hand. You can play with up to three
other colleagues and you get sucked straight into the
virtual game world as if you were actually there. This
was an incredibly fun teambuilding activity, perfect for
groups who want to combine it with other activities in
the Historium or in the city.
The day ended with a guided walking tour of the
Bruges Triennial. The Triennial is organised every three
years and invites contemporary artists and architects
from all over the world to showcase their work on the
streets. This year’s theme was ‘Liquid City’. In a rapidly
changing world the established ways of thinking and

living are under pressure. What do the artists think the
future holds for cities like Bruges? Answers were varied
and went from a giant whale made from salvaged
plastic from the Pacific Ocean breaching in one of the
canals, to a floating classroom in the Minnewater.
The Triennial is an interesting concept that makes you
think, and the robust and sometimes quite in-yourface modern art installations contrast drastically with
Bruges’ timeless look. Sadly as you read this, the event
will already have come to an end. You’ll get another
chance in three years. In the meantime, please give
Bruges another look. There’s so much to see and so
much on offer you’ll always find something new for
yourself or for your clients. There’s never a reason not
to go for one more visit. I know I will.

Published on www.bbtonline.eu in October 2018.
Like our reports? Like our Facebook page as well!

Meeting in Brugge
The Bruges Convention Bureau is completely
focused on MICE and Business. It works free of
charge and shares advice and connections, which
keeps you from blindly trying to find everything
by yourself.
Save time and money and contact them. You can
arrange meetings and site inspections, and they
will take you by the hand from start to finish.
If you organise an event and your group stays in
Bruges for at least two nights, you’ll get a free
reception in the city hall.
www.meetinginbrugge.be
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