8 hours in Montréal, Canada
A guest article by Hugo Slimbrouck

Hugo Slimbrouck, Ovation Global DMC’s Director of Strategic Partnerships, recently
took a stop of 8 hours in Canada, where he took full advantage of spending a day in
the city of Montréal and experience the ‘Indian Summer’ we all hear about with its
vibrant colors of nature.
More articles on
www.bbtonline.eu
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e were greeted at the airport by our friends from
MCI Montréal (formerly known as CG&I) under
the leadership of Managing Director Carolyne Bourke.
CG&I have years of experience and their addition to the
organization will open lots of opportunities to further
develop our Ovation brand into Québec.
Montreal Immersion
After that, all the team experienced a ‘Montréal
immersion’, that allowed us to discover the different
parts of town, from the Old Town by the docks, to
the business section where most of the international
hotels and convention centers are and up to Mont
Royal, the magnificent park overlooking the city.
We drove by C2, the place for creativity. C2 Montréal
is a world famous collaborative event that unlocks
creativity in order to help leaders from all industries
better face disruption and change. The theme this year
is Transformative Collisions, and how these collisions
break down barriers between ideas, points of view,
sectors, and disciplines.

We were hosted to lunch by Michel Bourdon, VP of
Sales and Convention Services who gave us further

insights into the convention and incentive business
the city of Montréal attracts.
After lunch, we were put in the expert care of René,
one of TM & CG&I’s favorite guides to give us a quick
tour of Montréal venues and highlights of which a few
really inspired us. We started off at the docks where
the new Passenger Cruise Terminal (as in Amsterdam)
is a great new venue to the city offering magnificent
views offer the St Lawrence River and the Old Town.
The venue can host up to 3000 people for cocktail
parties and different rooms cater for up to 400, 800
and even 1500 guests in banquet style. The Green
Rooftop and Esplanade at the end of the Alexandra
Pier provides a delightful setting for open-air
networking events with enough space for tents,
containers and food trucks. Nearby is the New City
Gas complex, a flexible space set in the revitalized
Griffintown neighborhood.

Marché Bonsecours
Marché Bonsecours was inaugurated in 1847. With
its symmetrical composition and Doric portico with
cast-iron columns, silver dome, and simple and varied
details, it is listed among Canada’s finest architectural
accomplishments. An ideal venue for cultural and
private events and functions.
The impressive Ballroom and spacious De la
Commune Hall with the mezzanine overlooking the
Old Port accommodate events up to 975 guests.
Other venues in this area include the imperial St
James Theatre, Fortification Alley at the World Trade
Centre and Le Parquet at the
Jacques –Parizeau building. But the venue that
impressed us the most was the Cirque Eloize at
Dalhousie Station.
The Cirque Eloize offers 3 custom-tailored options
for performances in the circus studios or even in a

location of your choosing anywhere in the world!
A daring dash of festive creativity is the main
characteristic of Cirque Eloize performers and their
masterful team of special events organizers.
On our way back to the airport we passed McGill
University. A major magnet attracting conferences
of all sorts to the city of Montréal. A giant tool
in content creation and dissemination as well as
attracting investments from abroad to the Canadian
communities.
We need to come back here, with some meetings,
conference or incentive business!
If you want to know more about Canada, please
contact us or visit Ovation Canada DMC

Published on www.bbtonline.eu in February 2019.
Like our reports? Like our Facebook page as well!

