BACK TO DUBAI
BBT Online’s Karin de Graauw was invited for a new famtrip by Visit Dubai. It would
reacquaint her with some of her favourite venues, but she would also see a destination in full preparation for the 2020 World Expo – the first edition to be hosted in
one of the Gulf States. Knowing Dubai, it’s going to be grand and spectacular, as well
as another big boost for the MICE industry.
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A

h Dubai. Every time I visit, the city looks different.
There are few places in the world changing and
developing as quickly as the United Arab Emirates,
and Dubai is probably the most impressive of them
all. It’s a top tier destination for both tourists and
international events. The venues are impressive and
sometimes simply otherworldly, the incentive activities are memorable and varied, and food is generally
superb.
The rise of Dubai as a MICE destination is of course
also helped by the growth of its international airport
– it’s one of the world’s busiest, it’s home to one of
the best airlines and it’s one of the major hubs to
get from Europe to Asia and most of the rest of the
world. No, Dubai’s growth is not about to slow down
anytime soon, that’s for sure.

Camels, heights and desert safaris
Lots of our famtrip time was spent experiencing some
of the more popular incentive activities the destination has on offer. Playing polo from the back of a
goofy camel instead of a horse is something that will
always be as fun as it sounds on paper, and going for
an awesome desert tour in splendid looking old-timer
cars is probably one of the more photogenic things
you can do anywhere. Adding some traditional desert
falconry to the mix just made everything just that
little bit more memorable.
Of course we took the chance to visit the Burj Khalifa
again – still the highest building in the world. Climbing
it is the closest thing to flying while your feet are still
on the ground. About halfway up the tower – this
would be at a height of approximately 400m – you’ll
find Burj Level 112: a sprawling 990 m2 space with
an outdoor terrace for events with the best views

over Dubai. The whole venue can be customized to
match your theme and concept as well.
www.burjkhalifa.ae/en/event-venues/
Another very cool building is the Dubai Frame. This
is basically a 150m tall, golden picture frame – once
again the world’s largest – that acts both as a venue
and a literal frame for the rest of the city. This place is
fantastically designed. www.thedubaiframe.com
The Dubai Opera was the last of the main venues we
visited. This wonderful contemporary building has the
ability to transform into three modes: from a theatre
into a concert hall and into a ‘flat floor’ banquet or
event venue. 2,000 people can be seated here in theatre mode, and on the roof there’s a restaurant and a
sky garden to be found. www.dubaiopera.com

Organising the World Expo
Most important news on the famtrip was of course
the fact that Dubai would host the upcoming 2020
World Expo, which is always a major deal for a destination. It will take place from 20 October 2020 until

10 April 2021, and more than 200 countries will be
represented on the fair. The main theme of the event
is “Connecting Minds, Creating the Future”, and it will
focus on equal chances, mobility and sustainability:
the big issues of our age. The Expo is a global initiative for millions of people to share ideas, showcase
innovation, encourage collaboration and celebrate
human ingenuity. They are organised every five years,
the last two being in Milan and Shanghai.
The expo site is located in what is known as Dubai
South, close to Al Maktoum International Airport,
and will cover a 4km2 area. Al Wasl Plaza will be the
heart of the expo, where all of the main events will be
held. It will have a 65m tall dome that will double up
as a 360° screen at night (both on the inside and the
outside), and it will be filled with fountains, waterfalls
and parks. The whole event is expected to draw more
than 25 million visitors.
The usefulness of the site will not end with the Expo
though, as the aim for it is to develop a knowledge
economy in Dubai, which will continue to grow after
the event. It has to attract visitors, students and spe-
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cialised technology companies, social entities and education facilities. More than 80% of the site is planned
to stay in use. Siemens has already announced it will
set up its global logistics base on the site starting
2021, and other companies are bound to follow. A
conference and exhibition centre will also be one of
the key buildings in the master plan – the site will
become a major MICE venue after the Expo finishes.
For more info, check: www.expo2020dubai.com.
Every visit to Dubai makes it clearer to me. They are
very quickly building an absolute top destination
here, on almost every level. Tourism numbers have
risen exponentially throughout the past couple of
years – especially after the airport expansion, and
business tourism has been growing steadily as well.
The amount of first-class meeting venues that keep

popping up should tell you enough as far as that
is concerned. This said, not everything in Dubai is
just shiny skyscrapers, shopping malls and artificial
islands. Underneath lies a friendly, diverse society
with way more culture than you would at first expect.
There’s always something new to discover for everyone. What it is for you depends on where you look
and what you want to find.

For more info on Visit Dubai and on the destination,
please visit www.visitdubai.com.
Published on www.bbtonline.eu in March 2019.
Like our reports? Like our Facebook page as well!
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