A first look at the brand new venue for our next b2b workshop

WELCOME TO JJ HOUSE

Erika Xuan Nguyen & Sihame El Kaouakibi are the two people behind JJ House: a
new event venue/co-working space/meeting place in a historic location in the heart
of Antwerp, and our venue of choice for our workshop on Monday, 24 June. Our
journalist Jonathan took a first look at the place – right before it officially opened on
16 February – and sat down for a talk with the ladies. This is what they had to say.
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‘We had been looking for a new location in Antwerp for
years before we found this building. It had to be the
perfect place: a welcoming environment we could claim
for people like us – the urban mix, the next generation, entrepreneurs, creatives and everyone looking to
exchange ideas.
‘Our first target was the Zuiderpershuis in the south
of the city, but that didn’t happen. Eventually we just
googled “polyvalent venue in Antwerp” and this was
the first result popping up. The building was originally
owned by 16th century painter Jacob Jordaens, and it
was splendid, but two years ago it stood completely
empty: no electricity, no lights, no nothing. We thought
it would be a fantastic idea to take this famous artist’s
historic home and turn it into a meeting place for the
creative and diverse people of today’s Antwerp. That’s
why we called it JJ House: home of the now.’

Working towards a goal

‘We looked at the place with a clear vision in mind.
Every room needed to keep its original strength, but
would be refurbished and redesigned to fit our own
style. The original structure was completely preserved,
but inside it became a mix of Asian, Moroccan and
contemporary urban touches. We first entered the

venue in January 2017, started renovating in April last
year, and held our first official event in October. It was
hard work, but it was worth it in the end. We managed
to turn an empty building into a warm venue with soul
and personality. Our bar is open every day of the week.
You can just walk in and have a drink there. There are
co-working spaces we rent out on several floors and all
of our rooms can also be booked as meeting or event
spaces.’
‘The venue was realised to cater to our own needs as
well. We used to spend a lot on locations for our own
events. All that money gone, and usually for a venue
with little atmosphere and no story – lots of places essentially look the same. Now we have our own spot, in
our own style, in a wonderful historic building in private
hands. And that feels great.’

Multiple modular spaces

‘There are several rooms to enjoy in JJ House. Our
lounge and bar has 150m2 of usable space, which
means you can have a seated dinner for 60 people
here, and a walking dinner for 130. The Coach House
has 80m2 of space and a separate bar that uses the
original feeding trough for the horses. JJ’s Apartment
has two breakout rooms of 80m2 and a separate
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kitchen and toilet facilities. There’s 200m2 of coworking space available divided over three floors.
Desks can be rented for a day or with a subscription.
Wi-Fi is of course completely free. Our crown jewel
is our basement. 500m2 of space you can completely
set up and decorate to your wishes, divided into two
rooms. The basement can take 150 people for a seated
dinner and at least 300 for walking dinners and other
events. In summer, our beautiful 300m2 courtyard can
be used for events as well.’
‘As far as catering goes, there’s an industrial kitchen
available on the premises. We cooperate with several
different restaurants in the city, which means we can
provide food in a lot of different styles and tastes.
Bringing in your own catering can be negotiated.’
‘Our target audience is very diverse. Of course we want
to attract the event planners and the companies who
want to hold their meeting here, but we want to charm
regular visitors as well – people looking for a nice place
for a talk or a coffee. Most importantly, we want our
clients to fall in love with the venue, and the experience
– and with the people working here. Come over, hop in
and take a look. You’re more than welcome.

Sihame El Kaouakibi is the founder of Let’s go Urban
and Wannawork: a social company that wants to
bridge the gap between the urban youngsters of
today and the business world. Erika Xuan Nguyen
is co-founder of Wannawork and owner of Doi Doi
restaurant.
For more info and for bookings, visit:
www.jjhouse.be
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