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Shanghai is rapidly growing as a MICE destination. New venues are popping up so fast it feels like
they’re being cloned, from small hotels to the biggest of exhibition centres. Shanghai is China’s
financial capital, but there’s more than just business to be found. Its historic heritage is nowhere near
as impressive as Beijing’s, but nice remnants of it can be found quite easily. Shanghai doesn’t dwell on
the past though; it aims for the future. That’s why a lot of its attractions are shiny, new and
impressive. To guide you through the agony of choice, I’ve tried to sum up seven of the best possible
incentive visits/activities for travel & incentive agents.
Text and Pictures by Jonathan Ramael

Now don’t get me wrong. This is not a list of the
biggest and most famous sights in Shanghai. If there’s
little time and most people in your group have never
even seen the city, there’s three things you should
show them straight away: the glorious river
promenade called the Bund, the extravagant East
Nanjing Road pedestrian shopping street and the
centuries-old Yu Garden. If those three are out of the
way, it’s time to take a look at the options below.
Zhujiajiao Water Village
Our first stop takes us right out of the city centre to
Zhujiajiao, some 40 km from Shanghai. This beautiful
old water village is often referred to as ‘Shanghai’s
Venice’, and it’s not hard to see why. The canals
crossing it are spanned by no less than 36 delicate old
bridges and filled with the Chinese version of Venetian
gondoliers. In its narrow little streets, you’ll find
numerous tiny shops and restaurants, an ancient
temple and a magnificent garden capable of
competing with the Yu Garden in the city centre. For
Shanghai visitors overwhelmed by the vastness of the
city and looking for a smaller, more human-sized piece
of China, this is the perfect place to start. On the main

shopping street, you’ll find (according to my lovely
guide) one of the best places for Chinese dumplings in
the area. Try the ones filled with sesame seeds.
They’re heavenly and ridiculously cheap.

Your own Karaoke Room
Asians sure love their karaoke, and Shanghai is
certainly no exception to this rule. Quite special here,
is that you can rent an entire karaoke room for
yourself, your family or your business partners.
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They’ve built complete venues for this, spread all over
the city. ‘KTV’ is the term for these places, offering
private rooms exclusively, and they range from pretty
basic to unbelievably luxurious. Chinese businessmen
will regularly entertain their partners or clients in one
of these venues, so why wouldn’t you give it a try? Try
not to scare them too much with your emotionally
unstable and frighteningly enthusiastic version of
Queen’s Bohemian Rhapsody.
private karaoke rooms for all your self-humiliating needs

Shanghai Urban Planning Exhibition Hall
If you want to find out just how quickly modern
Shanghai has developed, this big building in People’s
Park is where you should head. The first floors are full
of pictures and plans, comparing the old with the new
town. The third floor is home to an incredibly massive
scale-model of the entire city, showing all the
structures that have already been built, or will be in
the near future. It is also the perfect place to unleash
your pet lizard and pretend it’s Godzilla. To top it off,
there’s a very well-made 3D show flying you through
the city of the future in a dazzling, dizzying way. On
the top floor, you’ll find a congress hall and a nice view
over people’s square and the (equally fantastic)
Shanghai Museum, more for archaeology and history
lovers. www.supec.org
Dongtai Road
Not far from People’s Square, you’ll find a shabby
street called Dongtai Road: a picturesque stretch of
dusty little antique shops and stalls, filled to the brim
with memorabilia and relics from the Mao days. Are
you looking for one of the great leader’s little red
books, a porcelain statuette, a nice art-deco piece or
some Chinese tableware, this is where you’ll most
likely find it. The majority of the items displayed will
obviously be fake crap for tourists, but it is believed
that the occasional true historic treasure can be found
here by those with an eye for it. Just a stroll away
you’ll find an animal market, where you can marvel at
or even buy a variety of weird pets: from rainbow
coloured frogs and fuzzy chinchillas to chirping or
prize-fighting crickets used in tournaments. You never
know when you’ll next need a feisty bug to defend
your honour in battle.
M50
M50 is Shanghai’s biggest hotspot for art lovers.
Housed in a former industrial complex dating from the
30s, M50 boasts a nice number of galleries both big

BBT ONLINE

and small, displaying Chinese and foreign paintings,
Most of the exhibited works are of course for sale.
Don’t forget to check out the graffiti in the area as
well: some of it is very nice and very funny. Most of all,
it’s practically the only place in the city where graffiti
of any sorts is allowed.

Gangnam Style: also in China

Fuxing Park
The entire French Concession area, with its tree-lined
streets and low-rise buildings, is worth a visit. This is
where pre-communist Shanghai earned its nickname
‘Paris of the East’. It used to be a no-holds-barred
party scene full of bars, gambling holes and
prostitutes. The bars stayed, the girls went, and now
it’s one of the nicest areas in the city. To really capture
the spirit of the district, you need to visit the lovely
and French looking Fuxing Park during the weekend.
Parks are the most popular spots to meet friends or
new people in Shanghai. Visiting it on a Sunday is
therefore a feast for the eyes and ears. You’ll see
dancing groups in traditional clothing, grandmothers
waltzing with their husbands, calligraphy painters, tai
chi enthusiasts, fierce political discussions, playing and
painting children, opera singers in full tuxedo and even
the occasional matchmaking corner. Visiting a park in
Shanghai guarantees a lot of contact with the locals, a
lot of nice pictures and most of all: a lot of fun. Don’t
miss it!
Shanghai Ocean Aquarium
Smack in the middle of Pudong, right next to the
famous Oriental Pearl TV Tower, you’ll find another
one of Shanghai’s technological marvels. The pyramidshaped Shanghai Ocean Aquarium is one of the biggest
of its kind. Right after entering, your eyes will meet
the cold and hungry gaze of a grown Chinese alligator.
After that, you’ll venture into the Amazon through a
glass tunnel showcasing giant scaly fish, longer than a
grown man and as thick as a tree. Deeper into the
structure, you’ll meet darting seals and penguins.
Deeper still is a 150m long tunnel where you can see
three meter long sharks and huge sea turtles pass
overhead. The most beautiful exhibits might be the
ones holding the jellyfish, with a marvellous changing
lightshow lighting these beautiful creatures up. Parts
of the aquarium can easily be privatised, making for
quite a unique event location. Since it’s so close to the
river, don’t forget to take a stroll on the Pudong river
promenade. It’s one of the most peaceful walks in
Shanghai. www.sh-soa.com
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Special mention: Hancity Fashion & Accessory Plaza
The name above will not ring many bells. Everyone
who ever set foot in Shanghai will know it by another
name though: ‘the fake market’. This big yellow tower
on West Nanjing Road is the strangest of venues. In it,
you’ll find five floors stuffed with famous brands of
clothing, technology and accessories. Strangely – and
of course we can’t possibly think of any logical
explanation for it – all of these name brand articles are
much, much cheaper than anywhere else in the city.
Very, very strange indeed, isn’t it? Now of course we
know that none of our readers would ever want to go
shopping in a ghastly place like this. You are all classy
people, we’re sure of it. Forget I ever even mentioned
it!
BBT Online would like to thank Liu Ping, CEO of China
Star DMC/PCO, for helping me find my way through
Shanghai by providing me with Ariel, a wonderful
guide who shared her city experience with me. For
more info or for inquiries, please visit the China Star
website: www.professional.com.cn/en/index.asp.

The beautiful Pudong river walk

