PRECIOUS POZNAN
A winter experience in the heart of Poland

In addition to our Krakow and Swietokrzyskie adventures, we recently went on another Poland experience trip. Invited by the Poznan Convention Bureau, Poland Tourist
Organisation and Poland Convention Bureau we travelled to the heart of the country.
From cosy winter sceneries, local food, wines and ice sculptures to modern meeting
facilities and innovative event concepts: Poznan has it all.
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Poznan’s main market square is a real gem. Colourful, picturesque and vibrant.

Clockwise from the top left: the famous St. Martin’s croissants,
Polish haute cuisine and Poznan’s colourful facades.
The group as they are celebrating their second day together.

A

s soon as we arrived at Poznan Airport, the destination surprised us. The well-organized airport and
its arrivals hall makes us feel comfortable and relaxed
the minute we set foot on Polish soil. It takes only a six
kilometres drive from the airport to the heart of the city
of Poznan. A warm welcome and delicious Polish dinner awaits us at the Puro Hotel. The perfect introduction for our ‘pure Poznan’ experience: traditional with a
modern, sophisticated twist. Just like the city itself.
Poznan: islands and city bridges
The next day we get a first glance at Poznan. An early
morning delight. Poznan was built around the old
cathedral, and originally located in the middle of one
small island. Throughout the years, the city expanded

and grew by transforming from one small island to a
group of connected islands. This is the reason why the
city of Poznan is still known for its numerous bridges
and city entrances today.
The old city gate used to be the only entrance to the
city. Recently, it has been transformed into the contemporary Interactive Centre of Cultural Heritage,
ICHOT. This museum was opened in May 2014 and
gives visitors a one of a kind experience.
Instead of guiding visitors through the museum, wireless headphones ‘follow’ their way around the building.
Not only is ICHOT home to Poznan’s rich history and
the city’s facts and figures, the venue also hosts meet-

ings and events on a regular basis.
Colourful street views
The cobble stone streets of Poznan will lead you to the
iconic and impressive Poznan Cathedral, Ostrów Tumski. Through the years this building transformed into
the icon it is today, containing characteristic elements
from Renaissance to Gothic. The old town can easily be
reached by car.
After fifteen minutes by car we enjoy picturesque city
sceneries: small, bright coloured houses and the whitered city hall colour this old part of Poznan. Former
communistbuildings have been built right next to the
old, characteristic houses. These grey ‘blocks’ were

named cultural heritage and reflect the ‘other’ side of
the city in a beautiful way.
The secret of St. Martin
Not only the buildings are being protected as ‘cultural
treasures’, the people from Poznan are also very proud
of their sweet treasure: the St. Martin’s croissant.
Although we know the croissant as a French delight, it
is a true Poznan tradition as well. Only 50 city bakers
know the secret recipe and are allowed to bake this
sweet treat. In addition to the secret ingredients, it is
not allowed to export the St. Martin’s croissants either.
We take our chance to taste a freshly, self-baked one
at the Rogalowe Muzeum Poznania. The museum is

The Blow Up Hall is based in a refurbished old brewery: it
now houses a shopping mall and a 5-star hotel.

located in a former office building at the old square. We
see, smell and taste ‘how it’s made’. A croissant-baking
workshop seems to be an entertaining teambuilding
activity or add-on to any Poznan MICE trip. While we
enjoy our 250 grams sugar-covered St. Martin’s, the
church clock across the street strikes 12 o’clock. Time
for the two church goats to ‘fight’, and time for our next
Poznan highlight: Hotel Bazar 1838.
Despite the fact that Hotel Bazar 1838 is currently
under construction, we get the chance to take a sneak
peak at the event venue of the hotel: the wedding ballroom and its gigantic chandelier. 40 rooms are being
built and will soon be open for leisure and MICE guests.

Blow up Hall
After lunch we meet with a group of Polish PCO’s in
one of the city’s most remarkable event and conference venues: the former printing house Concordia and
office of the Poznan Convention Bureau. Our next stop
blows our minds the minute we enter the building: the
Blow up Hall 5050.
The old brewery ‘Stary Brower’ has been transformed
into a shopping mall and 5* high-class art hotel. A
place where ‘old meets new’: characteristic red bricks
go hand in hand with modern, glass ceilings. 20 hotel
rooms, in only black or white, the conference rooms
and a 33 meters high cigar bar in the former ventilation
tower, create numerous possibilities for small MICE
Strøget
Poznan’s Cathedral is an impressive sight.

From the top left: Poznan Park, beer tasting in the
Lech Brewery, more colourful facades and the IBB
Andersia hotel swimming pool.
A performance of the famous Nutcracker Suite.

groups and events. The various art pieces exposed
throughout the venue make the Blow up Hall 5050 one
of a kind. Half the building is filled with art: from hand
painted escalator doors to arty ceilings and sculptures.
No wonder that for example Sting chose the Blow up
Hall 5050 for his stay in Poznan a while ago.
A cultural MICE destination
Poznan looks like the perfect destination to combine a
MICE trip or event with cultural activities. Especially in
winter, as the city transforms into a true ‘winter wonderland’. At the Lech Brewery, visitors can learn how
to serve and taste Poznan beers. While the Moscow
City Ballet introduces them to one of Poland’s Christmas traditions: enjoying the famous Nutcracker Ballet.

Another place to discover the true taste of Poznan is
restaurant Wieniawskiego 5, where traditional dishes
are combined with good wines.
Poznan Congress Centre
Besides cultural highlights, the city of Poznan offers
various event and MICE locations. Take for example the
IBB Andersia Hotel (2007), a 4* modern hotel with a
lot of congress facilities, spa and swimming pool. On
the other hand, the City Park Hotel & Residence has an
in-house Italian restaurant and cigar & whiskey lounge,
and swimming & spa facilities. Additional apartments
make it possible to stay for a longer period of time.
A 20 minutes drive takes you to the Poznan Congress

Centre, (PCC), which hosts over more than 2000 events
a year! 70 conference rooms, 16 exhibition pavilions
and a parking lot for 2000 cars make the PCC an interesting MICE location for small and large events of up to
11.000 guests.

The ice sculpture festival in the heart of the old town
completes our Poznan winter trip. While enjoying a last
Poznan goodbye-lunch we are convinced of Poznan as
an accessible and out of the box MICE destination with
a lot of possibilities.

Poznan by bike
We end our Poznan winter experience with a biking
tour through the city and Poznan Park. A perfect way
to get to know this destination better and feel the city
vibe. Not only will a bike ride stretch your legs and
digest the delicious Polish dinner evenings, it will also
give you the chance to visit the Memorial museum for
World War II, which is located in the Poznan park.

Poznan, do widzenia!

More info on Poznan/Poland
Are you looking to come to Poznan yourself? These
are the people you need to talk to:
Poznan Convention Bureau: poznan.travel/en/
Poland Tourist Organisation:
www.polen.travel/nl/
Poland Convention Bureau:
www.poland-convention.pl/en/

