MEETINGS IN MALLORCA
A trip to the Balearic Isles

From 18 to 20 March, BBT Online joined a group of Belgian incentive agents for a weekend
on the Isle of Mallorca. The trip was organised by Maritim Hotels, Air Berlin and Galben
Travel & Business. On the programme was a visit to Palma, a jeep-drive through the
mountains, a tour of the wine lands and a site visit to the newly opened Maritim Hotel
Galatzo. Let’s see what we’ve learned.
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Nearing the top of Mount Galatzo.

I

t was probably one of the earliest mornings of the
year for me, driving to Dusseldorf to catch Air Berlin’s
morning flight to the Spanish island of Mallorca. But
hey, early or not, a visit to the Mediterranean always
beats staying in the office, doesn’t it?
A group of eight Belgian travel planners was invited to
discover the island’s incentive possibilities. First and
foremost though, they were there to check out the new
Maritim Hotel Galatzo. Sadly, almost as soon as we
arrived, the weather changed from warm and invitingly
sunny to windy and grey. Unbelievably, it would stay
like this for most of the weekend. No worries though,
some unexpected disappointing weather was not
going to ruin our mood. The programme – prepared by
Galben Travel & Business – was more than interesting
enough, even without the usual sunshine.

4WD testosterone
Our transport from the airport to Hotel Galatzo
happened in what was probably the nicest bus I’ve

Clockwise from the top left: Tapas @ Maritim Hotel Galatzo, a view from the Es Faro Restaurant in Puerto de Soller, Incentive agents
Michèle Nomes and Jannik Saey, and the Finca Son Bosch wine cellar.

ever been in. We had a very tasty tapas lunch on one
of the hotel’s terraces. It would later prove to be one of
the last sunny moments of our trip. After lunch, were
greeted by some very manly looking men in three Land
Rover Defenders. We would go for a short stop in the
town of Calvia first – where they have a nicely tiled
mural picturing the island’s entire history.
After that, they would take us on a jeep tour on and
around Mount Galatzo. Roads were rough and rugged,
and I suspected head driver Denis of deliberately
creating puddles on the dirt roads the day before so he
could drive through them like a madman, covering the
whole jeep in wet mud. Up to 120 people can go for a
trip in the jeeps at the same time (they have plenty)
and if you want, you can even drive them yourself.
Halfway from the top we stopped for a picnic and
some drinks, and when we finally reached the summit
we visited the place where they feed the reintroduced
black vultures (not enough carcasses around for them

to feed naturally).
The beautiful La Reserva nature park spreads out
along the mountain flanks, sort of a mix between an
adventure park and a zoo. We would discover it going
back downhill on foot. The park caters to incentive
groups as well. They have a seminar room for 100
people and can arrange outdoor seating for 300.
There’s a whole course of zip lines, rock climbing
and bridges available, you can go on a wide range of
teambuilding activities and you can even take a swim
in one of the many natural pools (waterfalls included).
More info here.

Venues in the wine lands
Much of Mallorca is very suitable for vine-growing, and
the island has been producing quality wines as early as
the Roman period. Near the end of the 19th century,
the phyllorexa plague destroyed most of Mallorca’s
vines as well as the island’s livelihood. Lots of famers
gave up on wine and started planting other things

instead. It took as long as the 1990s for the wine
production to recover in both volume and quality. Now,
Mallorca offers plenty of quality wines again.
With the wines come vineyards and lots of beautiful
estates. We would start our second day visiting some
of them while on a scenic drive along the Island’s
beautiful north coast (great for bicycle tours by the
way).
The first venue we visited was Finca Son Bosch,
situated on the Santa Catarina vineyards near Andratx
in the Southwest of the island. The Finca is 750 years
old and makes for a wonderful setting for all sorts
of events, training days or corporate weekends. The
historic part can accommodate up to 70 guests and
150 more can be seated on the terrace. This is a
sublime looking venue with loads of character, and it
comes with a very large wine cellar that can also be
used for events and even concerts.
www.sonbosch.com
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Maritim Hotel Galatzo

Later, we stopped at Son Marroig, another historic
estate on the coastline: part event venue, part
museum. It comes with lovely gardens and a fantastic
terrace looking out over the water. Because of the
beautiful little chapel outside, it’s a very popular
wedding venue. They can handle all sorts of large
events though. The views are absolutely marvellous.
www.sonmarroig.com

A visit to Palma de Mallorca
The weather – unbelievably – was even worse on our
last day on Mallorca. Too bad, because we were going
for a trip to Palma: a city steeped in history. Our first
stop was the very popular marina, where we would
board the Rafael Verdera Sailing Boat. Built in 1841
and completely restored from almost nothing more
than a century later, it’s the oldest ship still sailing in
the whole of Spain. It can be used for daytrips.
Palma felt like a great city. It’s the island’s capital;
built on the seaside with the mountains as a backdrop.
There’s lots of historic venues to be seen and there’s
multiple festivals and events happening throughout

the year. Once you’ve seen the main sights, you can
slip away from the crowds and discover an old town of
cobblestone alleys and little squares, full of bars and
restaurants.
Our first visit was the Bellver Castle, a 14th century
royal bastion that now houses the Mallorca History
Museum. Located at 150m above sea level, it looks out
over the city and offers great scenic views. Parts of the
castle can be privatised for functions and events. After
a short walk through the main shopping district, we
visited the city’s colossal Gothic Cathedral as well. It
looks pretty impressive from the outside, but inside it
looks absolutely phenomenal.

More varied than you would think
All in all – aside from the unfortunate weather
conditions – my first visit to Mallorca was certainly
worth the trip. As a Belgian, you mostly hear about
it as a destination exclusively suited for all-in beach
holidays. Actually going there and staying as far away
from any beach as possible, you quickly learn that
there’s much more to it than just getting a tan. The

island’s interior boasts some pretty impressive and
varied sights, and many of the little villages further
from the seaside hardly see any mass tourism. You can
organise next to anything here, for any group: you just
have to fill in the blanks yourself.
Air Berlin flies to Palma de Mallorca from Düsseldorf
multiple times a day. The flight takes about 2h20m.
More info on www.airberlin.com.
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Galben Travel & Business
Galben Travel & Business is the leading business
travel office on Mallorca. They have more than 20
years of experience in the business. To contact
them, go to www.galbentb.com or contact Pedro
Oliver – who was with us during the entire trip – via
poliver@galbentb.com.

Maritim Hotel Galatzo
Maritim Hotel Galatzo is a large 4-star venue,
offering 172 rooms. It’s located on a hillside with a
nice view on the sea in the South-West of Mallorca.
The Mediterranean gardens – extending over
54,000 m2 – are home to the main building where
most of the rooms are, and to a neighbouring
complex of separate bungalows.
There’s a 1,400 m2 wellness centre and a diverse
range of sports facilities (including some tennis
courts) available. The hotel houses two restaurants
and two stylish bars with spacious outside terraces.
It offers 8 meeting rooms that can accommodate
a total of 800 people. There are also party venues
available away from the main hotel. These can
easily be privatised. The largest hall has a 6,5m high
ceiling and panorama windows looking out over the
mountain. It has a capacity of 390 people.
For more info on the hotel, click here.

