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BBT Online’s Publisher Karin de Graauw took off to South Africa to attend Meetings Africa
2016 – the continent’s premier MICE trade show. Like always, the fair was followed by
an educational trip. All media delegates had the chance to discover Johannesburg and the
bustling coastal city of Cape Town and de vineyards surrounding it. Prepare to get jealous.

I

’m always happy to visit South Africa again. It offers
stunning natural beauty, some of the world’s most
spectacular wildlife, several world class destinations
and a whole lot of beautiful incentive opportunities on
land, water and even in the air. In the past few decades,
it built up a well-developed MICE industry, offering
amazing infrastructure in both hotels and conference
centres. What’s more, I experienced the destination to
be very inexpensive as far as food and beverages go as
well. The exchange rates are favourable too, which is
good news for incentive organisers.
We were all here to attend Meetings Africa 2016:
the 11th edition of Africa’s most important MICE
Platform. As always it would be organised in Sandton,
near Johannesburg: probably the wealthiest square
mile on the continent. Venue of choice was of course
the impressive Sandton Convention Centre. Besides
attending the fair, we would get the opportunity to visit

parts of Johannesburg and Soweto, followed by a very
nice post tour to Cape Town on the other side of the
country. Johannesburg is often cast aside by tourists
and event organisers for more popular destinations like
Cape Town, Durban or the Kruger National Park, but
proved to be a versatile and interesting city in its own
right – with a fantastic convention bureau by the way.
We’ll talk more about that later.

an incredibly bright South-African young man who
invented some kind of dry body shampoo that allows
you to take a bath without using water – interesting in
a world where drinking water is becoming ever scarcer.
The fact that they gave the podium to a very motivated,
driven young inventor who has nothing to do with the
whole MICE industry was brilliant. Our industry is about
passion, and that’s what he brought to the stage.

Facts, figures and speeches

Two people deserve a special mention. The lovely
Funeka Kraai (South African Tourism) – notice the
Dutch surname – accompanied the members of the
press during the fair and on the post tour. She’s as real
as it gets. Friendly, honest and caring, but not afraid to
tell journalists to shut up and pay attention if needed.
We love people like her at BBT Online: just be yourself!
Another very special woman is Amanda Kotze-Nhlapo,
Chief Convention Bureau Officer at South Africa
National Convention Bureau and the main driving force

Meetings Africa truly is one of the best run fairs I
attend: the atmosphere is friendly, the organisers
treat their guests exceptionally well, the presentations
are interesting & surprising and the post tours never
disappoint. Gala dinners and especially their speakers
can quickly turn dull if not carefully constructed.
Often, half of the people attending are sleeping their
way through the speeches. Not at meetings Africa.
The main speaker this year was Ludwick Marishane,

behind the whole show: passionate, driven, efficient
but also very down to earth.
During her opening speech, she talked about the
perception of South Africa as a business events
destination, and how it’s slowly changing: ‘South Africa
has hosted some of the biggest meetings and events
in the world, and still some negative perceptions exist.
Yet, when we meet first-time visitors, their perceptions
are changed immediately. When they see it, they buy it!
I truly believe that when people touch the soil of Africa,
they are a changed person forever.’ It’s hard not to
believe her if you experience the country in person.
Meetings Africa 2016 is said to be the largest edition
yet, hosting 58 exhibitors from across 15 African
countries and some 250 hosted buyers. Exhibitors
included eight African tourism boards, airlines,
destination marketers, hotels, convention bureaus,

The group in front of the famous St. Basil’s Cathedral.

My buddy, young South African journalist: Sphe Ngubane.

event services and venues from across the continent
including South African Airways, Johannesburg
Convention Bureau, Mozambique Tourism and safari
lodges and resorts throughout the whole of East Africa.
Tourism in South Africa is booming by the way, said
Minister of Tourism Derek Hanekom at the opening
ceremony: ‘Over the last two decades tourism has
grown phenomenally in South Africa, from around four
million international arrivals in 1994 to just under nine
million in 2015.’ The growth comes from many factors,
even Meetings Africa itself. It’s said that over 40% of
hosted delegates return with their families as tourists
in less than five years after the fair. If that isn’t good
promotion, we don’t know.

Getting to know Johannesburg

We were to discover Joburg by ourselves in the later
stages of the fair, but on the opening night we were

treated to what was probably the best destination
presentation I ever saw. Four different actors suddenly
appeared from the audience to tell and show why
Joburg was so special to them. This was a very
personal way to give a presentation and all of us
loved it. Even their PR-gifts were thought out well:
stylish, practical and fun. For instance, we received a
mug shaped like a camera lens. This just shows that
the people at Joburg’s Convention Bureau know what
they’re doing up to the smallest detail.
The city of Johannesburg doesn’t have the breathtaking vistas of Cape Town or the sandy white beaches
of Durban, but it has a lot of history on offer. Apart
from that, it’s the country’s most prominent gateway
for business, and attracts groups not only with topclass hotels and convention facilities, but with a variety
of activities and sights.

An Lambrechts – Seauton International

Before the fair started, we took a trip to Liliesleaf
Farm, the former stronghold of the anti-apartheid
liberation movement and a place of refuge for the
movement’s leaders such as Nelson Mandela. In July
1964, a police raid took place at Lilliesleaf, which led
to the unearthing of liberation struggle documents
and the arrest of many of the movement’s key players.
Today, Lilliesleaf is a world heritage site, and you can
tour the farm’s buildings which contain interactive
experiences and artefacts. Very interesting, and much
more to see and discover than on Robben Island for
example.
Also on the programme was a trip through Soweto –
the country’s largest township and a very important
place in the lives of both Mandela and Desmond Tutu.
South African townships are not just wastelands of
improvised shacks. They are there of course, but there
are also a lot of decent homes to be seen. Lots of
people who were able to climb the ladder to a better
standard of life, decide to stay in their township after
making it. While in Soweto we had a nice local lunch
at the Sakhumzi Restaurant on Vilakazi Street. This is
where Nelson Mandela’s house can be visited.

‘Meetings Africa 2016 was an inspiring trade fair, offering us
the opportunity to discover many of Africa’s countries & regions by one to one meetings with DMC’s, convention boards,
hotels, venues, conference centers & many other suppliers.
The highlight of our time in Johannesburg was an
early morning hot air balloon flight over the nearby
Pilanesberg National Park before leaving the city for
Cape Town. It was a very peaceful way to look at the
wildlife below. Our successful landing was of course
celebrated with a nice glass of champagne – an old
French tradition. Unforgettable!

Our pre-conference tour, hosted by Joost Ligthart from Travelmediate and Green Route Africa, made us experience South
Africa’s diverse culture, bustling Cape Town, Kruger’s magnificent wildlife, and the overall top service & hospitality. With a
favourable exchange rate & well negotiated package deals, it’s
a perfect MICE destination.’

A visit to Cape Town

Spread out in between Table Mountain and the Atlantic,
Cape Town is maybe one of the most beautifully
located cities in the world. It has a vibe that’s a mix of
African and European influences and offers a myriad
of sights and activities: from climbing Table Mountain
and visiting the Cape of Good Hope to going for a wine
tasting or even a great white shark cage dive. We had a
busy programme though, so we sadly couldn’t do it all.
In Cape Town, we stayed in the Century City Hotel
& Convention Centre. The hotel is brand new and
was completely furbished in Scandinavian style:
very beautiful and functional. It’s literally a couple of
meters from the also brand new Conference Centre,
and everything is just a ten minute drive from the city

Gudrun Tibau – New World
‘Thanks to Travelmediate and their local partner Green Route
Africa, I was given the opportunity to discover the many assets of this beautiful country as an incentive destination.
They put together a fantastic pre-tour for a group of international hosted buyers, prior to the exhibition that was very
interesting as well. From the vibrant city of Capetown over
the winelands to the Big Five in Kruger Park, it was just one
highlight after the other. It proves to be an affordable but top
quality destination and the mix of cultures and languages
makes it such an amazing place.
South Africa just has it all!’

Sailing through the Big Lagoon
During our stay in Cape Town, a three day Belgian festival was going on: feeling proud.

Like our reports? Like our Facebook page as well!
centre. The food was great as well.
We visited the Cape Town Convention Centre –
another one – as well. It’s right in the centre of town
and despite it being gigantic already, it’s expanding
because of a lack of space. We got a whole tour of
the construction site, which was a bit disappointing
because we had so much stuff to do it felt a bit like a
waste of time to go for an extensive visit of a venue
that wasn’t finished yet.
On the second day, we flew by helicopter from the
famous V&A Waterfront (the most visited site on the
African continent) to the beautiful Cavalli Wine & Stud
farm. You don’t always get to go to lunch by helicopter,
so that was pretty cool. The venue was beautiful, with
an open kitchen, an actual art gallery and a whisky
cellar like I’ve never seen before. The price tag for the
venue must have been gigantic. Normally, I’m a big fan

of hypermodern venues: trendy, concrete, steel, but in
the case of wine estates I kind of prefer the traditional
ones in the old Dutch style. The food was great. They
made one mistake during the wine tasting though.
After presenting us with white wine, they gave us the
red in the same glass. That’s a big no no.
All in all the whole experience was fantastic. South
Africa is really a country to lose your heart to. The
vast variety of culture, natural beauty and wonderful
destinations to discover, the friendliness of its people,
the music, the food, the hospitality of its top tier
venues: all of it combined left a vast impression. We
will surely be back, and we hope you will too.
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Emoyeni Estate
The Emoyeni Estate exhibited at Meetings Africa and really caught
my attention. Emoyeni means ‘Place of Air’ in Nguni, and the venue
is a spectacular 1905 masterpiece located on the highest point of
the highest ridge in Parktown (a suburb of Johannesburg). A beautiful venue fit for all sorts of occasions showcasing the timeless
elegance and luxury of the English renaissance. It offers multiple
unique rooms ¬- the largest can seat 200 people - all of them oozing a grand palace feel. Click here to find out more: www.emoyeniestate.co.za.

CSR in South Africa
If you want your events in South Africa to be sustainable, check out these two organisations. Food & Trees
for Africa (FTFA) allows you to improve the lives and
landscapes of poor communities. They have planted
over 4.2 million trees, 1000s of permaculture food
gardens, bamboo projects and organic farms. Earth
Probiotic uses the power of probiotic bacteria – bokashi – to assist companies, households and communities recycle their food waste back into soil. http://
www.trees.co.za/ http://earthprobiotic.co.za/

