SWISS
EXCELLENCE
A Famtrip to Montreux and and Villars sur Ollon
In a joint venture with BBT Online, Switzerland Convention & Incentive Bureau, Swiss
Railways and Montreux & Villars Tourism organised a famtrip for Belgian incentive
organisers from 19 to 21 March. To change things up for once, we asked one of the
participants to write down her experiences during the trip. Brigitte Van Vlierden, owner of
the B-ways MICE agency gladly shared her thoughts.
Text by Brigitte Van Vlierden, B-ways
www.bbtonline.eu

More pics of the Grand Hotel de Lac: wonderful venue.
This is the group of Belgian Mice agents, joined by Myriam Winnepenninckx of Switzerland Convention Bureau and the representative of Montreux Convention Bureau. The picture was made in front of the Grand Hotel de Lac.

I

had the pleasure to accompany a group of Belgian
incentive organizers to Switzerland, at the invitation
of the Switzerland Convention & Incentive Bureau and
its partners, the Swiss Railways and Montreux and
Villars Tourism in a joint venture with BBT Online.

With the beautiful Lake Geneva (Lac Léman, pardon my
French) to our right and the inviting vineyards to the
left, we arrived on the dot at Montreux station where
we were welcomed by Nicolas Baour of the Montreux
Riviera Convention Bureau.

Just an hour’s flight from Brussels, courtesy of Brussels Airlines, and we found ourselves totally immersed
in a different world altogether.

Chaplin’s World
Our hotel, the Grand Hôtel Suisse-Majestic, was just
across from the station so there was ample time for a
nice cup of coffee with a magnificent view over the lake
before we set off to Corsier-sur-Vevey to visit ‘Chaplin’s World’, which opened to the public in April 2016.
This site promises to be one of the major attractions of
the Swiss Riviera, consisting of:

We had barely picked up our luggage and within five
minutes we were in the comfort of Swiss Railways,
waving our ‘Swiss Travel Pass’, the all-in-one ticket
for international guests, allowing them to travel by rail,
road and waterway throughout the whole of Switzerland.

1. “The Manoir de Ban”, where Chaplin spent his final
25 years and which has been transformed into a Muse-

um, depicting all aspects of both his public and private
life. The venue will also offer the opportunity for the
business world to host high end corporate events in
the VIP space of the Manoir.

Switzerland has to offer. We were then pampered by
their chef with carpaccio de boeuf, filet de Cabillaud
and délice chocolat noir - I will spare you the incredibly
delicious details.

2. A fabulous theme park, where visitors will be able to
be totally absorbed by Chaplin’s films, aided by the very
latest technology. There’s simply too much to describe,
go and see for yourselves. www.chaplinmuseum.com

What are the advantages of this part of the world, you
may wonder? Switzerland in general, is extremely clean
and safe, and Lake Geneva with its spectacular view
offers top class hotels and gastronomy and a wide
variety of attractive activities, some of which we were
able to explore; just you wait and read.

Swiss incentives explained
High time to return to Vevey lakeside, first to visit the
prestigious and very beautiful Grand Hôtel de Lac,
with excellent meeting facilities, where Mr. Baour of
the Montreux Convention bureau also set out all the
advantages for incentive organizers that this part of

Swiss chocolate = best chocolate
After this lovely meal it was time for a short walk
through the pleasant streets of Vevey, to end up at
Confiseur Läderach AG, for a CHOCOLATE EXPERI-

ENCE!!! I cannot describe this experience without a
number of exclamation marks! We Belgians are proud
– as we should be – of our world renowned pralines
but to tell you the truth (and this comes from someone who knows what she’s talking about) THIS SWISS
CHOCOLATE IS THE BEST EVER!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
After a short presentation on the origins and manufacturing of chocolate, we were morally obliged, of course,
to taste a number of extremely superb chocolates and
could even participate in a chocolate workshop. Yes, it
was chocolate all over! https://www.laederach.com/chen/discover/schoggi-erlebnis-vevey.html
Wine Tasting and Freddy Mercury
As I said before, there’s a huge number of things to do

in and around Montreux, so up and away to the next tasting wines this time!
Our mini bus took us up into the ‘winelands’ of Lavaux,
a Unesco World Heritage site, to the “Domaine Croix
Duplex” of Simon and Maude Vogel, where we tasted
delicious whites and reds made from Chasselas, Sauvignon blanc, Sylvaner, Pinot noir, Gamaret, Garanoir,
Diolinoir and Syrah grapes, while sitting outside on
their terrace overlooking the loveliest of landscapes.
One minus point should be mentioned; at a decent
wine tasting there should be a different glass for each
wine, lesser quantities but larger varieties to taste. I
guess they thought we weren’t ‘real’ connoisseurs.
www.croix-duplex.ch
Strøget

When in Montreux, another must is a visit to “The
Queen Studio Experience” to pay tribute to the unrivalled Freddy Mercury by way of taking a picture of his
statue overlooking the lake. At sunset. So romantic and only a 3 minute walk away from the hotel.
Time for dinner! After a tour of the Grand Hôtel Suisse-Majestic we were invited to dine in the restaurant.
The management apparently see this area as more of
a garden, by the look of the garden furniture we sat on,
the plastic walls and the very loud saxophone player...
Confession: I ‘escaped’ their delicious desert, as I was
totally worn out after this exhausting day (did I mention
I got out of bed at 3.30 in the morning? But hey! Did
you hear me complain?) and went to my room. A tiny
room but well done, and with a great view.

Skiing, snowshoe hikes and much more
The next day, and what a brilliant day it was; we were
heading for Villars sur Ollon.
As I said before, Switzerland, and especially this part of
the country, can boast plenty of exciting assets within an extremely short distance: the mundane hotels,
beautiful scenery, superb gastronomy, culture, chocolate, wine and of course, mountains! Snow! Ski!
We were offered the choice: either the alpine ski experience or the snowshoe excursion. Since I was extremely happy to be able to get high up in the mountains
again, I obviously chose a day of skiing. And as for the
very amiable ski-instructor ...
We met with the snowshoe people at the Restaurant
de L’étable for a splendid lunch, after which we contin-

ued down the slopes of Villars. The day was too short.
Again. But more was to come!
A shuttle took us to our hotel, the chalet RoyAlp 5*: a
member of “Leading Hotels of the World” with excellent meeting spaces, where we had time off to enjoy
the spa & wellness facilities. Why not indulge in the
wonders of a golden massage after this extreme ski
experience? Just what I needed and Zen, I assure you!

The assets of Villars
Dominique Geissberger of the Villars Convention
Bureau spoke to us about the many wonders of her
corner of this marvellous country, with Villars, Les

Diablerets (whose glacier permits all year round skiing)
and Gryon-Bex, all together a paradise, winter and
summer with possibilities for (take a deep breath):
hiking, biking, biathlon, carting on ice, “the alpine
coaster” = the world’s highest roller coaster!, sled
runs, skijoring, paragliding, rafting, golfing, curling, you
name it...and all with a view towards the Mont Blanc in
France.
There’s also a congress centre in the heart of Les
Diablerets, with a capacity of about 350, with fully
equipped conference rooms. Then there are the Baths
of Lavey, with a total surface of 1600m² and with
waters coming from the hottest spring of Switzerland

10 Swiss Convention Centres under one label
The following ten largest and most important
congress centres in Switzerland have joined forces
under the motto “united we stand” using the label of
“Swiss Convention Centres” (SCC) and have already
been harvesting the fruits of working together for
many years:
- Congress Center Basel
- Kongress + Kursaal Bern AG
- Davos Congress
- Centre International de Conférences Genève
- Congress Centre Kursaal Interlaken
- Swiss Tech Convention Center Lausanne
- Palazzo die Congressi Lugano
- KKL Luzern
- Montreux Music & Convention Centre
- Kongresshaus Zurich
All of these conference centres offer an exhibition area
of at least 1 000 square metres and they can all easily
accommodate 1 000 participants.

Myriam Winnepenninckx & Brigitte Van Vlierden.

(62°C to 70°C). It comes up from a great depth (up to
600m) near the baths. Furthermore, the region boasts
the presence of the Bex salt mines, also worth a visit!
Now, how better to end the day than with a delicious
fondue moitié/moitié made with Vacherin and Gruyère?

Hotel visits and back to a very different Brussels
Day three: No rush. Relax, take your time over breakfast and enjoy the quiet and luxury of this fabulous
hotel, which is exactly what I did.
Next it was time to pay a visit to a number of 4* hotels
in the Villars village; after all this was an educational
trip and site inspections are an essential part for our
job. “Are you hungry?” Again, a magnificent lunch was
laid out for us at the “Alpe Fleurie” hotel, a 3-star
hotel, but with a great kitchen, in the centre of Villars very good cuisine indeed.
By now the local bus was waiting to take us to Aigle
station, Swiss public transportation working like clock-

work, as we all know. After an hour-and-a-half of luxury train travel, we arrived at the Geneva airport, well in
time to catch our 5 pm flight to Brussels-Zaventem.
On behalf of all participants, we thank the Switzerland
Convention Bureau and its partners, Brussels Airlines
and of course BBT Online, for this superbly organised
famtrip, one that will be engraved in our memories
forever.
Because little did we know that the next day, March
22nd 2016, our world would change for ever.
For more info on Switzerland as a MICE Destination,
check out: www.MySwitzerland.com/meetings.

Published on www.bbtonline.eu in May 2016.
Like our reports? Like our Facebook page as well!
Sunset over Lake Geneva

