BBT ONLINE ON IBIZA
A special B2B Workshop on our favourite island

Because we wanted our 10th B2B workshop to be something special, we decided to hold
it on the beach, for a select group of BBT Online Club 100 members. And where better to
organise a beach workshop than on Ibiza? That’s why thirteen buyers and seven suppliers
joined BBT Online and Global Star Events for two exciting days one of the world’s premier
party destinations. But Ibiza is far more than just a party island – as you will soon find out.
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Our group of planners and suppliers on one of Ibiza’s more scenic spots.

We took off to our workshop in the best way possible: a two hour speed boat ride with drinks and music.

Making our own drinks under the San Miguel Tower.

I

t’s always a surprise to us; to see once again how
much there actually is to Ibiza. Despite having less
than 600 km2 of surface area to work with, there is
such a variety of beautiful locations, superb venues of
every kind and professional partners to discover. Party
people can of course take their pick out of a whole
range of clubs, beach clubs and fancy party hotels, but
if you’re looking for a peaceful, more secluded trip in
the middle of nature, you can organise one just as well.
Some of the nicer venues away from the club scene are
hidden very well. No need for us to go look for them
ourselves though, because Carla Witpas and her Global
Star Events team put together a great programme that
would take us exploring the island before and after
the workshop, giving us the opportunity to see a wide
variety of its assets in only 2.5 days. We had a busy
schedule, but one with a high payoff. Let’s look at it day
by day, shall we?

Through the forest in a 4WD Jeep.

Day one: Ibiza’s peaceful side

Flying with Ryanair from Brussels, we got out of the
airport at 4pm – you’ll be amazed to see how much we
could still do in less than half a day. We were picked
up at the airport by 4x4 Jeeps, taking us straight out
of the bustle of the main roads into a forest covering
a rocky cliff. Our first stop was at the top of the rocks
in the shadow of the San Miguel pirate tower looking
out over the Mediterranean Sea – impressive spot.
Next to the tower two tables were set up: one full of
local delicacies to enjoy, another one covered in local
herbs and fruits. Our first activity was to pick out our
favourite ingredients, put them in a small bottle and
make our own version of Hierbas Ibicencas – a typical
local liquor based on aniseed.
Our dinner for the night was in the Atzaro Beach Club
Cala Nova on the northern side of the island – we could
hear the waves hitting the beach from where we were

sitting. After our desserts, we took off to another one
of Ibiza’s typical scenes: the Las Dalias Hippy Market.
Hippy culture is vibrant on Ibiza, and was probably
already there before the big clubs started to pop up.
There are several of these cosy markets full of trinkets
and outdoor bars, but this is one of the biggest.
We finished the evening in Casa Colonial, more in the
centre of the island. This is a great venue. It comes with
a very good restaurant and offers several beautifully
decorated in and outdoor spaces. It’s very well suited
for groups of variable sizes and is completely off the
beaten track. The views from the terrace are stunning
and the bartenders can make a mean cocktail.
Our hotel for the night was Sol Beach House Ibiza:
a laidback but stylish adult only venue with lots of
light and spacious rooms, right next to the beach. It
was recently completely renovated and offers several

meeting rooms that can accommodate up to 150
people. Events can of course also be organised outside.

Day two: workshop and party time
After a good night’s rest, our second day on Ibiza was
focused on our B2B Workshop. To get there, we took
the most exciting way possible: a two hour speed boat
ride along the rocky coastline. Is there a better way to
get around in the Mediterranean? The wind blowing
through our hair (or through what’s left of it for some),
a drink in our hands and beats pumping through the
speakers while we rode the waves: heaven. There was
even time for a swim before we got to our destination.
The workshop itself was organised in the Cala Bassa
Beach Club. Lots of Ibiza lovers call it the best beach
club on the island and they might be right: it’s big, it’s
fancy, it has a glorious beach and it comes with several
quality restaurants. It also offers lots of secluded spots

The group in front of the famous St. Basil’s Cathedral.

Dinner in the Atzaro Beach Club, strolling around the Hippy
Market and the entrance of Sol Beach House Ibiza Hotel.

that can be privatised – splendid venue. The VIP setup
for our workshop was marvellous: several four-poster
beds with fluffy pillows in a shady grove on a quiet
part of the beach, with a big flat screen television
for slideshows. Every supplier gave a 15 minute
presentation on their product. I’ve never been more
comfortable listening to a presentation.
Lunch was also in Cala Bassa, and the staff really
wanted to outdo themselves. Dish after dish of glorious
seafood filled the table, followed by a meter wide pan
of tasty paella. One dish was even infused with smoke
at the table. Everything was delicious, but near the
end even the more courageous eaters could not finish
their plates anymore. Luckily we had some time to
digest during the rest of the workshop and during a
handiwork session making our own slippers, hats and
bags – great fun.
After the presentations, we had a sunset dinner in
Hostal La Torre San Antonio on the Western side of
Ibiza. This is another great location, far away from
party town, with a big terrace offering one of the best

views on the island. Hostal La Torre is truly a hidden
gem, mostly visited by locals. A fantastic combination
of a great setting s, a romantic sunset, great music,
delicious food and pleasant company: some of our
group were moved to tears.
After dinner, it was time for us to say goodbye to
the quiet side of Ibiza and indulge ourselves in party
fever. And where better to do this than in the famous
Ushuaia Ibiza Beach Hotel – a party hotel built around
a giant pool. In summer, there’s a big stage in the
middle of the venue hosting some of the world’s most
famous DJs. David Guetta was playing his final night of
the summer season on Ibiza when we arrived: a great
end to an inspiring day. We were very lucky to have
been there.

Day 3: 2CV driving and goodbyes
Our second night was spent in the famous Hard Rock
Hotel (right next to Ushuaia and a partner of our trip)
and after breakfast we started our day with a site
inspection. The Hard Rock is a gigantic venue, built
around several pools. It offers 493 rooms and suites of

Cocktails and party at wonderful Casa Colonial.

A brief overview of our seven suppliers
Accor Hotels: owner of 13 global hotel brands, including some of the
world’s most prestigious venues, Accor just acquired FRHI Hotels, adding
Fairmont, Raffles and Swissôtel to its catalogue. www.accorhotels.com
Global Star Events DMC: the best DMC on the island, offering teambuilding
events, incentives, adventure programmes and corporate events. A lot of
the staff are Dutch speakers. www.global-star-events.com
Mazagan Beach & Golf Resort Morocco: this gigantic luxury resort on
the Moroccan coast offers an 18 holes golf course as well as more than
2000m2 of state-of-the-art meeting and event space.
www.mazaganbeachresort.com
Nice Conventions & Visitors Bureau: Nice is the second destination in
France for meetings after Paris. Located on the Cote d’Azur, it offers
splendid weather as well as a wide variety of meeting venues and incentive
opportunities. www.meet-in-nice.com
Parker Hotel Brussels Airport: this hotel in Diegem, just 5 minutes from
Brussels Airport, offers 125 rooms, a peaceful garden and a conference
centre with 10 meeting rooms. http://parkerhotelbrusselsairport.com
Quetzal Motivo: Quetzal Motivo is a DMC specialised in incentive and VIP
travel. It is active in six Central American countries: Belize, Costa Rica,
Guatemala, Panama, Nicaragua and Honduras. http://quetzalmotivo.com/
Silva Hotel Spa-Balmoral: set on a hill overlooking a lake on the outskirts
of Spa, Silva Hotel Spa-Balmoral offers 126 stylish rooms & suites, a
wellness centre, 16 conference halls, and 8 meeting rooms.
http://silvahotelspabalmoral.be

Lots of fun was to be had on the way to our workshop.

Our workshop was held in the Cala Bassa Beach Club, as well as a very very generous lunch.

After the workshop, there was time to make ourselves some new slippers or hats.

different sizes, several restaurants and beach bars, live
performances, a beautiful rooftop bar and a convention
centre with a 569m2 plenary room. Great venue, but of
course not cheap.
Our last activity was a bit more low-key. After a walk
on the beach, we came to a line of wonderfully painted
classic Citroen 2CV cars. We were to drive them
ourselves, which is easier said than done but a very
pleasant experience nonetheless.
We finally came to the location of our last lunch on
the island. Somewhere in the middle of nowhere, the
Global Star Events team had put up a fantastic picnic
spot with hippie-themed tables, colourful umbrellas to
shade us from the sun and a first-class lunch (including
the best Spanish tortilla I ever had). A great local band
played for us while we ate. Some dance moves were
showcased, but soon after it was time for everyone to
say goodbye.
Ibiza had been great to us again. In two days we saw a
lot of what the island has on offer, but there’s still so
many things we haven’t seen.
Another thing to take note of is that we were visiting
during peak season. This said, we never had the idea
anything was crowded. There were lots of people, but
in numbers that were still pleasant.

We would like to thank Carla Witpas and her team for
the spotless organisation of the trip, and our buyers
and suppliers for their enthusiasm and lovely company.
It was a trip to remember.

BBT Online flew to Ibiza with a Ryanair flight from
Brussels. www.ryanair.com
We would also like to thank to Ana Sánchez Vigón of
the Ibiza Convention Bureau for all the help. More info
here: www.ibizaconventionbureau.com.

Published on www.bbtonline.eu in October 2016.
Like our reports? Like our Facebook page as well!

Hard Rock Hotel Tenerife
Hard Rock Hotel is opening a new venue on Tenerife this October. It will offer 624 rooms and suites,
several restaurants, a beach club and a 620m2
convention centre that can host up to 700 people.
www.hardrockhotels.com/tenerife/

Posing during sunset at the wonderful Hostal la Torre

2CV Adventures and a goodbye lunch on a wonderful spot.
David Guetta Party at Ushuaia, a ballet performance at the
Hardrock Hotel, more Hostal la Torre and a 2CV drive to our
picknick location

