EXPLORING BRUGES
BBT Online on the Bruges Discovery Day

Who doesn’t like a visit to Bruges occasionally? Besides romantic hideaways and
gorgeous little canals to explore, the city has lots on offer for meetings and events
organisers as well. Meet in Bruges took us on a tour through the centre, showing us a
nice mix of old and new venues to enjoy.
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In Bourgogne des Flandres Brewery.

O

n 13 December, BBT Online joined a lovely
‘Discover Bruges Day’ for Belgian meeting and
event organizers. We were invited by Meet in
Bruges, and since there’s always something new to
discover in Belgium’s most picturesque city, we were
more than happy to accept the invitation.
Besides its obvious beauty, Bruges is one of the most
sustainable, safe and walkable destinations in the
country. All of the most interesting locations are close
by, and everything is embedded in a unique historic
backdrop. The city is a great MICE destination as well,
offering 3,505 rooms in 101 charming hotels, and two
congress centres able to accommodate 1,250 guests.
The tour would lead us to some classic venues, but also

to a couple brand new ones. Let’s find out what was on
the menu.?

Breakfast in the Concert Hall
After we were picked up at the train station, we started
our day with a hearty breakfast in Bruges’ modern
concert building. The venue was built in in 2002 –
when Bruges was European Capital of Culture – and is
covered in thousands of red terracotta tiles. It houses
a large concert hall with 1,290 seats on three different
levels, and a smaller hall for 320 attendants.
There is a bar on the ground floor and an exhibition
space for contemporary art on the seventh floor of
its lantern tower – offering great views over the city.

All of the halls and spaces can be rented for a variety of events, ranging from walking dinners to large
congresses. Versatile location, to say the least. www.
concertgebouw.be

Belgium’s best boutique hotel
After a pleasant interactive discovery tour organised
by BeauBelge Events (www.beaubelge.be), we ended
up at Hotel De Tuilerieën – voted best boutique hotel in
the country in 2015. The hotel is housed in an elegant
15th century patrician house, which was completely
refurbished into a luxurious and contemporary venue. There are 45 unique rooms available, combining
modern comfort with authentic charm. Located right
on “Den Dijver”, one of Bruges’ most beautiful canals,

staying here puts you right into the atmosphere of
the historic city – just 50m from the market square.
The hotel comes with a private car park, an indoor
swimming pool, a sauna, a terrace and a meeting room
(50 pax theatre style). We visited Belgian chocolatier
Dominique Persoone’s shop as well. The man invented
chocolate snorting, which is a fun (and non-addictive)
experience. www.hoteltuilerieen.com

A visit to the City Hall
After lunch, we were to explore the famous Bruges City
Hall – one of the oldest in the Benelux. Built in the 14th
century, this monumental late Gothic building served
as a testament to the economic and political power
of Bruges at the time. The beautiful Gothic Hall was

A beer blending session is a fun activity.

Left: Sarah Cornand, Sales Manager Meeting in Bruges.
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restored in 1900 and is an awe inspiring piece of art
showcasing various important moments in the city’s
history. The free multimedia exhibition on the ground
floor illustrates the development of the hall and the
square it was built on. www.visitbruges.be/en/stadhuis-city-hall

Virtual Reality Experience
Historium Bruges is a state-of-the-art museum taking
you back in time to the medieval city. It’s an hour long
experience merging decors, film, music and special
effects into an adventure exciting all of your senses.
You’ll virtually be part of historical scenes in the old
harbour or in Van Eyck’s painting studio. You can see,
hear, smell, feel and experience the past as you can’t do

in other museums. Besides working on its virtual reality
zone in the museum itself (with more modules and an
improved and more interactive version of the existing
VR Experience), the Historium now wants to offer the
same experience at home. You can now use an app
and a game called ‘Historium VR: Relive the History of
Bruges’ without leaving your house. This said: a visit is
always nice of course. www.historium.be
Beer Blending in Brewery Bourgogne des Flandres
You can’t visit Bruges without tasting some of its
beers, and we had just the stop for it. Brewery Bourgogne des Flandres offers a special set of drinks. It’s a
typical example of the Flemish beer blending tradition
of mixing old and young beer to achieve a better bal-

ance. Bourgogne des Flandres Pure is brewed on site
and afterwards blended with lambic from the Timmermans Brewery (aged eight months). During our visit,
we were allowed to partake in a beer blending session
ourselves, which was a lot of fun. The Brewery can
be visited by groups, and two nicely furnished rooms
are available for a wide array of events – all technical
equipment is available. Dinners are available as well
and are prepared on site. Very nice location.
www.bourgognedesflandres.be
After our visit to the brewery, a traditional horse tram
took us back to the train station (www.paardentram.
com). We visited quite a lot of sites in just a day, and
that is only a sliver of what the city has to offer. Bruges

is often called the Venice of the North, but in our opinion it should be the other way around. Our little Bruges
is far cosier and far less overrun than its bigger cousin
in Italy. This said, even if you prefer Venice, a visit is
never a bad idea, both for business and for leisure.
Meeting in Brugge is the city’s official congress bureau.
They offer free professional advice to MICE organisers,
and will give you an overview of venue availability and
rates within 24 hours of your inquiry.
www.meetingbrugge.be
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