THAI MAGIC
High luxury in Phuket

Text and Photography by Karin de Graauw
Publisher - BBT Online
www.bbtonline.eu

When considering Phuket, you’re probably thinking of sun, sea and a mass of tourists.
While it’s certainly true that the island is a very popular tourist draw, there is much
more to discover: luxury hotels, fantastic food in great venues, incredible wellness
experiences and a whole lot of meeting and incentive options. BBT Online joined an
exclusive four day press trip to check it all out first-hand.

Phang Nga Bay and James Bond Island

Some impressions of the beautiful Antara Layan Phuket Resort

L

ast December, BBT Online was invited by Thai
Airways International, Events Travel Asia and several
local partners for an exclusive press trip to Phuket. As
one of Thailand’s biggest tourist draws, Phuket is still
mainly seen as an all-in beach holiday destination.
The purpose of this trip was to show us a different
side of the island. We would concentrate on the luxury
segment: great hotels, fantastic wellness, superb local
gastronomy and several teambuilding experiences. To
make a long story short: we would enjoy the best of
the best the destination had to offer – no complaints
there.
And it got even better. To celebrate the fifth
anniversary of the Brussels-Bangkok route, THAI
offered us seats in its exclusive Royal Silk Class. We
would arrive on our destination pampered and wellrested, ready to explore.

From left to right: our two personal butlers, our disco tourbus and the group with Chef Roger Van Damme

Day 1: Our very own villa
After a VIP welcome at the airport, we were transferred
to the Anantara Layan Phuket Resort, a gorgeous
property on Phuket’s western coast along a secluded
stretch of pristine beach. The Anantara Layan is one of
the most breath-taking luxury hotels on the island. It
offers 30 rooms and 47 pool villas, three restaurants,
lots of leisure activities and a fantastic wellness centre.

event, along with Michelin chef Roger Van Damme.
During dinner a slideshow was projected showing
pictures of all of the activities BMW had done over the
past few days. It was obvious to see the great variety
of Thailand as a destination, and the wonderful time
the incentive group had had.

We stayed in one of the exclusive villas, where we had
our own swimming pool and two personal butlers who
took care of every need we could possibly have. After
a luxury spa treatment – there is no better place to get
one than Thailand – we had a gastronomic lunch in our
own villa.

Day 2: Biking tours and heritage
After one of the best and most originally presented
hotel breakfasts I ever saw – literally everything you
could think of was beautifully laid out - we started the
second day a bit more active. We were given rental
bikes and were to pedal along the beach line towards
the former tin-mining area at Bang Tao, while enjoying
the beautiful landscape in the meantime.

In the evening we would join a gala dinner organised
for BMW Belgium. The company was doing an incentive
trip on the island and we were invited to their closing

Our little group of four consisted of three very fit
individuals and myself, so it soon became apparent I
would reach the finish line a bit later, but it was a very

nice group activity nonetheless and a good way to get
to see the environment. After the bike tour, we jumped
into a van to enjoy the local heritage trail, leading us
from the Golden Dragon statue along the famous
Thalang Road – Phuket’s old town main artery with
lots of trendy shops, nice Sino-Portuguese architecture
and even a cat café – the Thai Hua Museum and the
Chinese shrine.
Lunch was served in Tu Kab Khao restaurant, in a
colonial style building on Phang Nga Road. Later,
another fabulous dinner was prepared in our own villa
next to the pool, by one of the hotel’s Italian top chefs.

Day 3: James Bond and exquisite seafood
On the third day we would hit the water. A private
yacht brought us to the famous and mysterious Phang
Nga Bay and its James Bond Island: a famous landmark
in the bay that became famous when it featured in ‘The

The group in front of the famous St. Basil’s Cathedral.

Good times in downtown Phuket, full of trendy little bars and
shops

Man with the Golden Gun’ – Roger Moore’s second
Bond movie. It’s a huge and steep rock jutting out of
the water vertically, defying the laws of physics.
For dinner, we went to the well-known Palm Seaside
restaurant, which is a superb place. It’s right next to
the sea, has a fun bar with a live DJ and offers fantastic
seafood dinners in a lovely setting. We had one of the
best meals on the trip here, and all of them were great.
Apparently it’s a popular place among Belgians as well.
Day 4: Cooking Class
On the fourth day, we had to prepare lunch ourselves.
No worries though, because we would get the help of
Mrs. Nooror Somany Steppe: chef of Blue Elephant
Phuket and as famous a cook in Thailand as for

example Sergio Herman is in Belgium. Before we could
start, we had to go shop for our own ingredients in
Phuket town, helped by someone of the Blue Elephant
staff. This was an unusual sort of treasure hunt, but it
was a lot of fun and it allowed us to discover a bit more
of the local colour.
After we got all of our ingredients, the chef made the
three dishes on the menu herself to show us how it
was done. After that, it was our turn: another great
team activity. Blue Elephant has restaurants all over
the world, and its flagship venue can be found in
Brussels, on the Chaussée de Waterloo.
After our self-made lunch we had the option to visit
either the Blue Canyon Country Club or the Red

Some images of the exquisite Palm Seaside Restaurant

Thai Airways International and partners

When to go to Thailand?

Thai Airways International offers four direct flights (as from € 589 for a
return flight) a week from Brussels to Bangkok. The Brussels flights leave at
1 pm; the return flights at 00.30 am, arriving at Brussels Airport at seven in
the morning. More info on www.thaiairways.com or www.thaiairways.be.
For direct questions, please contact Katrien Depauw, District Sales Manager
Belgium & Luxembourg, via sales@thaiairways.be or via tel. 02-502.65.27.
Inquiries for incentive groups can be done via: groups@thaiairways.be.

Phuket is situated in a tropical zone, which
means monsoon season should be avoided
(August-October). February-April is the driest
and most mild period, with temperatures in
between 25 and 32 C°. It can get very very hot
from April to September.

These are the other organising partners:
Anantara Phuket Layan Resort & Spa: http://phuket-layan.anantara.com
Events Travel Asia Co., Ltd.: www.eventstravelasia.com
Tourism Authority of Thailand: www.tourismthailand.org
Blue Elephant Phuket: www.blueelephant.com
Palm Seaside Restaurant: www.palmseaside.com

Enjoying the Thai Airways International Royal Silk Class

Mountain Golf Course, but after that it was back to
Bangkok and inevitably to Brussels again. Four days
can go past in an instant. Luckily for us, we flew back in
the Royal Silk Class again. I had no problem at all going
back to work the next morning – slept like a baby.

possibilities for events and incentives are far more
varied than we could imagine. If you’re looking for a
fun, exclusive but easy to reach destination for your
next event, you should consider Phuket. The sun and
the beach are both for free and priceless.

These four short days in Phuket were a total surprise.
The island is so much more than the typical holiday
destination everyone knows. It’s gorgeous, it offers
lots of culture and it’s full of hip and trendy bars and
shops. It has luxurious and exclusive top-tier hotels
and restaurants, the service is immaculate and the
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Katrien Depauw (Sales Manager Belgum & Luxembourg Thai Airways International) and Stijn De Wolf (De Standaard) in conversation

Cooking lessons by chef Nooror Somany Steppe (top picture) and buying the ingredients in local stores

